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TESTIMONY 


FOR | [ 
REEIGION: | 
| SHEWING | 
Tirat all PENAL L AW'S, -Force and Vio- 1 
lence againſt any for 'Matters of meer Religion 1 


and Conſcience, are Taconſiſtent with the 
DOCTRINES and PRECEPITS of 


Feſus Chriſt. | 


PRESENTED 


To the Conſideration of all, but more Eſpecially thoſe 
__ . that may be choſen Members of Parliament, that they 
may ſee cauſe to concur with the Kings Gracious De- 
claration for Liberty of Conſcience. 
By a Lover-of the:King and his Country, and a Hater of 
no Man.becauſe of his Opinion. 


WILLIAM SHEWEN. 
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41 Br ief Yafiimos for | Religion bevieg that al 
_ Peral Laws, Rirceraud Vaolenee: againſtanyfor 
; Matters of meer Relicton and Conſcience, aro 
inconſiſtent with the DoGrines and Frecepes 


cn PF = Telus, 4 


wag, | | HE-Principle! of Religion, is Linvard; Sphe 
rmualand Divine, : notcontained in Books, 
| nor taughr-by the Precepts of Men, heing 
:,... before-Xovks, JandiqHe Precepts. of Men 

| MP were: invented; and: is/in it Galt Sacred, 
Pins and Undefilad; Grountled,” Planted and Flaced 
m-the Heatt of Mankind, by the Sacred, Pure, QOudefiled 

Gaz, who hath given unto all Life, Breath and Being : 
And-:irall Nations upen therFace of ..the Earth, all Peo» 
pielthertn, iwho-fear>GQud, - -and worketh Righteuſueſe 
JE bh hiny 5: beiig/i 1n the Eketciſe of true Re» 
Rob, doing fuſtly, loving Mercy, and walking uprightly. 


-. Now tho' God hath ſown this. Seed, laid this Foun- 
dation: of Bqunys! Juſtice; Righteouſneſs, Mercy and 
Fearitoxwwards' him, in theHearts of all-Men ; yet they 
are greatly Degenerated therefrom 5;/ thoſe plants of -his - 

ht- - planting, .are: greatly overgrown with 
thatwhiehits quite contrary; 127%) With: the Weeds:and 
Blatitsofifenquity; ; Jnjuſtive; Unrighteraſueſs, Cruelty, Vips 
om 'Diſekedience, Rebel 1 ngainſt God, and ove aro: 


C they F 


(83 


' «therz, fo that almoſt the whole World iof Mankind is | 


6 hw bejamns Enemies to God, Natzre and their own ſelves, 
m-a}}- Natrons; Conntrics; and-Kingdoms, 'according 
tothe degree-of their Degeneranon from the Law; Light, 
Love, Dread and Fear of -the Almighty God, which he 
ge inf was Planted, and Engraved in the Heart of 
ankind. | ; 


. Somme.in-moſt'Nations (* from the effet-of what tilt 


remairs.)- have” been made ſenfible- of their Loſs, Na- 
kednels and Degeneration from the likeneſ+ and Image of 
God, viz. Dprigbtneſs, Holineſs, Equity, Juſtice, and 
Mercy, '&c. And they 'have been greatly.concerne@ in 
their Thoughts, Wills, and faln underſtandings, how 
to gain: the fame again, and-have therein invented -anfl 
ſet up, among Jews, Turks, and -Indians, as m:Chri- 
ſtendome, various ſorts and nianners-of Y Vorſhips, and 
Ceremonicsof. Religion ( ſo. called ) chitking thereby 
to pleaſe God, +prefit thendſetves. and-others, by teach- 
ing and compelling (if: they-have' Power ') the-obſer4 
vance thereof, .tho in-ſo doing they can go no further 
than Adam and Cain.did, hide and make. a Covering with 
fle-leaves, offer a Sacrifice with :owe haud, and, Murthein 
with the other, 'and are no: more-accepted therein/than 
they. were; and the infallible reafon and cauſe of it 5; 
becauſe, all the Righteouſnels, and VVickedneſs, 
proceeding from Mankind in this Degenerate.State, are 
both' evil n the ſight of God. | nw A 
' *Mankind through his Fall and*Degeneration, ris (6 
Polluted, ſo Defiled, ſo Cotrupted, with the ſtinking 
Teproſie of Sin, that whatever he puts his hand to in 
things relating -to- Religion, .and the ſervice of God, 
is abomintion in his ſightz yea, 4he very Prayers of the 
Wikket are [ju : and out of | this Eſtate he cannot helf 
himſ#lf, -he cannot Purge nor Purifie kimſe]f, _ | 
bs cem, 


(7) 
hor deliver himſelf, by andreas. —7 + Þ 
oboe ta the Bexpent is too -t00 powerful,too 
mobo g for all Mankind 1n this Eſtate, with- 
out a Saviour, > oc a_ Redeemer, without a Re- 
ſtorey;? and Deliverer all Periſh, ce. 
"Therefore Godin this infinite Love and Kindneſs, did 
x and- hath performed, hath! giveny' and laid 
one that is mighty to Save, to Redeem, to 
* Purifie, and-Reftore loſt Man, - Defiled, Corrup- 
are rt Man into the\[mage of God again, in- 
ne Purity, and -Holinefs again; and the 
me this Redeemerand Saviour hath in the Holy: 
Scriptures,” is, th "Seed of « the Woman, and his firſt 
work is," t# bruiſe the head of the Serpent. 
« \Now "this promisd feed, this precions gift of God, - 
| | att many. other namesthroughout the Holy Scriptures ; 
' {| atid hathy many other works to do, 53 and:;for Mankind, - 
| the Serpents kead muſt not only be bruisd by him, bue 
he and'all his works deſtroyed and caſt out of the hears 
of __—_— And this 4925 and is-the blefſed end of 
kisrom even' to deſtroy-the' Devil 
and ,* finiſh:Go _and-bring in'everlaſting- 
ihe in the room thereof: Even into the'heart. 
and mind-of Mankind, which is Gods Throne tho' the 
Jeon Devil. ery Fu y deſire is, -that 
"COME tO EN ” through 
fas Chiriſtthe Saviour. - - - F: 
"VVkict-Jeſus Chriſt -the Saviour the: Authorand 
Founder of the - Chriſtian Religion in the Purity znd- 
Powerof itz which Religion excels .albother Religions: 
upon: te Face bf the' Earth, who are Impure, | _ 
= yon regu ordering oddly | 
cops; ' and Traditions, Voddry 
Rudiments, and; Beggady Elements ;- which had a be. 


bþ Ee | gualng. 


\ 


4 +-» 
<gintiing arid-muſt have an end, fogatherwrithall 
end.'P\ 10N» about: them, for-1»>Þheth ,boen rr 
about theſe things,” that tho .who-lved-iniand-1 
EN he ering 
and Conformity thererq, 
tire, ever dic / or. cant rroceeth: fro.the Ghrſdom Rel 
10h, .m the-Purity,abd Power rof iti;- Its}Fund 
Prineiples, — Dow and ne I 
the corftrary,/ | Ltve yu Emenries, Blaſs then 
you, 1Nergodarld Yogas tet le your Pray Sinn Hatrn Ht def 
rc tg nſagen, rye armed £3: CONE She he 
buld dd 10t0:yow; 1do fo: ltikewrf Bei 
y aterk Father, -who andheth- bis yn t0 - 0# the 20 
| Tho 0n the good, . and ſendeth Ruein'on'the Juſt; and on: 
. Onjuſt,: Love ene angthet; 4; 1 have love Gow 1 pon gue) 0 
. exanether ; Bjthir ſpall" all Mer kyom,nthvt) now: a —_— 
Difciplet/. if yh: ave love tabs andthir. 
- -&e! This is the Tenure of the Goſpel bf- Ce "Pon 


onEirtB, and good will to 'Men. And they only”. wer 
3nd are Diſciplesindeed, who-did and do- oblrremk h 


F m_ Precepts:ard: Commands of: wr utes 
fie loner him; nd a kudwledes te 61 be pet pea 

pI muhandnients, ere Uyars,;: and-the 11 ratÞ-ie A 

jet chem profeſs what they will. 10 bc bt 
:Fhere-is 110-,gromd-: rifounddtivn-firs$ ; ; 

Law a nenfbr anyiſdrtofiParkeinion; ole 

oy about Religion, in the lovely, 1madek? qbctatd 

Sar of Chrſkantf, hoti#n/the Nvtcepts; 

; ani DAE -of t,7 they; hide - ry a. 

Hendon; ora! another Spit -khat | ath.af} 


pr wr papel pt. he Thibne'of [ thts Hh 
coin f be Niſtery bÞ- —_ 

x "PT t ulty.514 

hee mc xader the Name of God Alndghty:and:Ghriſts 


43 wer "> 


1 (9) 
- nirys-AdNiennorhccof being waiting in AF thit have 
| been concerned therein. 

Nh rv err ro the Teſtimony and Phraſe of Holy 
Ry of: bg mma m this Age 
Four orc are; may: be ſo iritoxicated in-t 

Minds, and! utiderſtandings, {0 miſtakeni,' and Cootiva. 
-tedunder that Monſter falgfOpinion wr corrupted by 
Tradition, and Saperſtidous/Education, ec: that they 
have been, and ate fad te be madg bewitched given 

up-w | believe' ſtrong Deluſions; made drunk with'the 
VVine of Formicaden,! which bycheVVhore'( the falſe 

' Church is held forth in a ole 'Cup to all Nations, 

ACCO to that notable Viſion of the © Divine Apoſtle . 
jo ow, \n his Revelation: read the 154. Chapter, in 
re:of the ſame. Divme'Spiritof Revelkatjon,' or: 
ole you will miſtake; as allSeftanans hath done, ec. 

| Now ſceing' People may be Spiritually Drunk, mad, 
&.. bewitched, deceived, miſtaken, blind; and ihtoxicated 

yg "ſo far, = to who Trot ER and Poe for Truth, 
g  goodfor Evil Evil r $609, t' for Darkneſs, 
aa&:Darkne6 for Light, true'Rehigion r falle; arid falſe 
fortme,:&c. And proceed in their Converſation and do- 
ings accordingly, towards their Neighbours and Coun- 


:Leurgi when they hav@powerund opportinty in their 


-xjev"iherefbre-vwiſdom: ro know theſe cſteniperl Peo- 
phpans whit rteansand- medicine is to be uſed towards 


Mok yoople; and how far the Chriſtian Magiſtrate and 
are: concerned abont ſuch 


ne le'Signs that' people are in 

Fa. oro fir bra vba. prone tob'or putfor- 
wards: Blind Zeal, tohate; or hurt their Neighbours, 

or Country-men, becauſe th th ;7 are.not of the ſame opi-- 
goa, Religion ; hor do-not. Worſhip after 
the 


(to) 
Gor bteg mannesy OP qe formand; faſthon” "BF + 
they do 

Hog "When they make it matter of conſtienceand du- 
ty, to. deal with:ſach asarenot of 4heir Church and way, 
as with Weeds-ang . Vermine, jand thipk they. do: God 
good Service. therein.';Theſe.are-twe. infallible Signs, 
that People are Religioully mad and: miſtaken; 

. Paxl, when a Perfecutor'( tho by the Authority of the 
| wiſelkmen, greate Scholars, higtteſt-praſefiors of Reli-: - 

f Prieſt, &c.)was ene, of the Religious mad men, 
and they 'wezeno beney tht imployed; him,” and gave 
hm Commiſſion-far. the ſame -| Notwithſtanding they” - 
thought and believed otherwiſe 5..faying, God-was their: - 
Exther, and thay they. were Abraham's Ehildren, tho.-- 

at PIE they, were daing the Works of theDe-. - 
vl apa erleruting the Seed] and tre Glildrenot Gad 
3 yet knew net themſclves;! what they Uid, . 
a wr they.. were, while: they were breathing our: | 
threatmngs,;{laughter, and” Death pyniſhing7in; every 
Synagague Gor Panſh)- an ompelingss blaſpheme'z 
being 'as:: Pad {and of $50 ao Screw denas 09. | 
exceeding. ms againſt he pdorCbriſtians,perſecutingthem 
even nnto-{trange' Ckive : all-rhis-in his mad Zeal and-: 
Lgnqrance, he with, thoſe af jhis( Religion or rather } 
opinion, thought was very well done. 

Seraghath;beey S1dynmillom go know ehofedificws * 
per'd people, which it any'Jack,. letthem-adkie of God,? . 
for it. 1s his own Gitt, that' makes. known perſons and. / 
things as they, are, [inthe Growd- and Netrre, and-en> : 
hs kt 2 dane! quod iogaharre; ab v0 

yz, and-not by-appe@mmce; and; withour? 
hi ef God POman carknew: him(k wor Judge his- : 
Bro aright _ 

OW Traditioti,- Academucal ——— | 
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RR | 
edu and-imitation of that Religion, which God 


himſelf commanded, could reach, a Man the knowledge 
. of God, or. himſelf, thoſe' Jews, 'Dofops and Kabhies 
would have had-it : none int thoſe Ages exceeding them 
in thoſe. things ; yet all they attained to thereby, was 


juſt as if we ſhould fee-a Man believe and declare him- 
ſelf to be the Son of fome apap or that ſome 
mighty Monarch was tis Fatt Fr, who had given him 
Power and Authority as his rs Soy to corre, or- 


der, amend and” govern, in his Kingdom, when he is 
' ho other that! the $on of a Vile Butchery Exeaitioner, 


and'is afſiſting his' Father in his ily. Drogery ; for 
Chriſt told thetn' they were of their Father the Devil, and 


bis Works my dit,” even at that very inſtance, whtn they 
| believed an | 
God and Abraham, &>c. 


declared themſelves to be the Children of 


' Now thoſe that are; and would be doing the fame 


fort of work 3 let their pretence be what'it will, the 
. are in. the fame conduion ; tho they may not be ſenſe 
ble thereof, nor ſee themſelves to be ſuch ; for why is a 


Man faid to be mad'Spiritually, -1s it not becauſe the God 


of. this World”. ( that hesin wickedneb ) hath blinded 


theEye of his mind,darkned and vayled his Underſtand- 
ing and Judgment, that he cannot fee, underſtand, nor 


judge aright of the things of God, , and yet believes and 


perſwades himſelf he and by his will. and power 
would force, and,competl others" to believe the ſame, 
arid to receive his underſtanding and judgment therein, 
under pains and penalties, &c. This is the Nature and 
Property of a blind gnad Zealot. _ 

Moſt in Chriſtendom are ready tofenſure.Pauland the 
Jews, for their rage and madneſs, cruelty and violence 
ago Chriſt and his harmleſs Diſcipſes, ' and alſo the 
zentiles for their Brutiſh A PSs againſt the primi- 
= | 2 tive 


| Fn) | 
ure. Chriftians,. in the Ten Perſecutions, though they 
c 


; haye been andare doing the Ame work,cven againſt tho 


wrt rely fc ne:together,with-them, and yet 
jo He thernſclyes therein, and think they do God good 

rvice thereby,. which is an evident Token they are of 
the ſame ſort, . for Perſecutors were alwaysblind.. 

And Perſecutions under. the, Name of Chriſt and Chi: 
ftanity, and, under pretence of the ropagating and pre- - 
ſerving the Chriſtian Religion, - are far worſe, and under 
a.greater degree of madneſs, blindneſs, and ignorance, . 
then either Jews or. Heathen.: . they .are.nat only blind 
and mad,” but, Drunk alſo, Infatuated, Stupified, nog | 
cated,” and leſs excuſeable.then all other Perſecutors up- 
on the Face of the Earth, becauſe' they -do profes-and 
account themſelves to be Diſciples of that Imaculate Lamb 
Chriſt Jeſus, who was always loving, meek, gentle, 
tender, and kind to all mankind, going up and down, 
doing good,. never harmingany, laying down his lifefos 
his Enemies, and praying for them, and gave forth thoſe 
divine Heavenly Precepts and Commandments before 
mentioned, for all his Diſciples and Followers to obſerve, 
keep and obey. Now wherever people are found-mak- 
ing profeſſion of Chriſt Jeſus and his Religion, and do- 
ing thoſe things which are not only. Repugnam to-it, but 
inconſiſtent withit : certainly fach are in a farther de- 
grce of blindnefs and madneſs, and more inexcuſcable, 
thaneither Jew-or Heathen, for they had no ſuch Hea- 
venly example,: nor no ſach divine Precepts-and Com- 
mandments in'their Religion; but rather the contrary. 

Therefore a Chriſtian. Perfecutor ( if ſuch a thing. 
could be.) would be as a-Manſter in Naturezthat, which is 
10 its ſelf moſt mild, loving,gentle,harmleſs and innocent, 
would become the moſt.wild, cruel, -rayenous and de-- . 
veuring, if this'could be, not only Nature, but Religt-. 

| ol : 


EE LOR. . 4 =. 


899 
it ſelf wonld.be turned quite qut of 'courſe-.- Lillies 
woul tear the Thorns, and Lambs devour the Wolves 
and the Sheep prey upon the Tygers, Bears and Lyons, 
and the innocent Dove would deyour the Birds of 


EY. : 
*" Pur theſs things cannot be 3 therefore jg- may \cer- 
tainly. be concluded,-. and infallibly.: believed, t hat 
whoever.is found promoting or a&ing.Cryelty, or Vio- 


lence, ; any under the name and-profeſtion of 
the Chriſtian Religon, are Wolves in Sheeps cloathing,; 


- painted Sepulchres, and profeſſing Hypocrites 3 neither 


truly loving God nor their Neighbour, which Love is 
the Foundation of true Religion, and by their works 
and doings ( not- by-their words ) they may be, and 
are known. i s 

Now when theſe poor deceived diſtemperd people are 
known,cvidently by the Signs of their diſcaſea enti- 


 ofied; what courſe is to be taken with them, what means 


and medicine doth Humanity and Chriſtianity call for ? 
And how far is the Chriſtian Magiſtrate and Law-mak- 
ers, concerned about ſuch things ? 6: Ian 

' Anſ. Eult, they are greatly to be pntied,- becauffe the 
Ciuſe of their diftempers \ ag fa Hereditar , they - 
are born of. Jews, Turks or Mahometans, Infidels or * 
Chriſtians, and are trained up, and educated intheir Va- - 


rious ways and worſhips, beliefs and epinions about Reli--. 


giot, . by their Parents and Tutors; ſo that they are 
Tin&ured, if not poſletſed with Hereditary traditional 
Religion, or the Opinions of their Fore-fathers, before 
they know they 'are men, and. become ſo bound with” 
the Chains of Tradition,Cuſtone and* Opinion, in thethirigs: - 
zorng, /w) Religion, that they give up Ther Wills, Tudg-* - 
ment, Underſtanding, Conſcience, and all for tho forced 


Maigtenance-and Propagation thereof, tho it be to their - 


own -- 


(#4) 


Sv hurt;andtheruin of? _ wy ky 'norrfgh 
; ; Iywhderſtariding wha Re EL Jes 
and the'cauſe tr the being chic from others.” - 


- Therefore even as Humanity domeas to pity and take 


. care of poox blind people, ,and fuch who are under-a 


great Lutiagy,ofr Diſtraction'naturally, as to, provide for, 
and their hurting thetnſelves and others ; ſo.ir 


teadeth to do the*ſame for thoſe that are 'blinded and 
. diſtracted, throygh Tradition, Vonencp ky erſtmious 
| Education.and opinion : and Chriſtianity teacheth a far- 
; ther Leſſon, 'ex ot SE y forthern'; we. f with all mtd- 
. nefs, gentleneſs 
| their better infortnation, in order to their deliverance 
and redemption from under thoſe ſinful cuſtoms and 
' falſe opinions, whoſe Tyranny and opprefſion makes not” 
onl ools,. but wiſe men mad. 
nd for ſo doing, 'Chriſt. himſelf hath/left Exam fe, 
 . not only in bis Avis Precepts and Commandments 
, fore mentioned,. but in his own perfon, when he prayed 
| for thoſegreat profeſſn people the Jews, whom he al+ 
lo wept over, ,andexp refed as tnuch tenderneſs towards 


rneſs and love. to endeavour: 


thetn, as a Hen hath” wile her Chicken ; .and wh 
wy were-upon | the ' eur of Executing their urmoſt © 
rage, blindneſs. and madgeſs upon him, * he aid, 
Father f ive them, for they krow not what they dos and 
7 ftle Parl ſaid, if t bed knows bien, ſhey would 


not hau  Crecified the Lord of Glory : this he knew to be 
true by woful experience himſelf, 'being blind 'and igno- 
rant, while a tmad_ zealous Perſecutor : ignorance and. 
n hath been, ang, is the cauſe of all violence againſt 
he Ryghtcols,a0d about Religion throughout all former 
| A s, and letthe  pretence' be what it will, it hath no 


other foundation in this Age. 


"All the loventers of Creeds, Articles of Faith, Maſs- 


books, 


y | (15) 
ook#, Commurpreer-books, DireFories, and other Pre- 
2 | fcribers of ſer- (forms of worſhip 'in whole Chriften- 
dom have been prone to Cryſe perſecution ayainſt: fuch 
as comply: not therewith 3 1lly-when any one of 
then :becomes National; and are poſſefied of. 
Kevennes for the maintenance of - the ſame 3 that is as 
Oyl to the: Flame -that hath devoured many,' and, di- 
{turbed the whole: Chriſtian: Wortd. - | 
. Therefore it concerns the Chriſtran Magiſtrates,” and 
Law-inakers, -to take cars” that none of thoſe people 
have:power:and opportunity to force and compet an- 
der corporal pains and 'penfalties, * the” obſervation of 
* their inventions and: preſcriptions; for ſiich things pro- 
ceeds not from true Religion, but front the opintor and 
imagination about it,” and as hath been faid; is mconſiſtenr * 
with it. | © | AT BOY 
Now the'/great-men ofthis Iſland of Great Brittdiu,” 
who are may he concerned to make and execute 
Laws, may in the firſt place ſte t” abſolutely needful to 
abrogate and demolifh all ſuch Laws-about Religion, as 
have proceeded. Fram: people ir the'State above ; ag all 
Laws to-baniſh;” hang,” burr, -Stigmatize; whip arid itm- 
priſon the-Bodies of people” for matters of ad ny vet 
and Conſtience-are 3 -arid -to' make and' eſtabliſh ſuch 
Laws in the: room thereof, as may preyent any ſoxt, or 
$& of people to:hutr, rifle and-ſpoit their Neighbours 
and Country+men,” becauſe they miy- differ itrtheir un- 


yy” kD y_TTYCMW BB... WH 


ding andpradtice jn+ matters of wotftilp ind reli- 

gon; and-that may: command 'and*enjoyn morality ahd 
DS SI SENT, 

tyens -Of- p . nerean the Nation 
'ouldibe dads happy; &vert? yo: ing be preae 
God of Lei Pracvend Unit, n the ioiit of all vers 
ety, andithe light of higcountenance would flinein you,” 


and-upon you. Ang-: 


ate (1161) 8 
_- And now :you haye a Seaſon; for- ſo doing':'The . 
11 | i bl tender gracious Declaratzon,;.hath LY ; 
| the Princes of Chaaſtendony,” and ſet ther a glorious ex- 5! 
| amp, by following 'which, they may make themſelves 
alas prope happy :: Heas a Pyinee:ob great ob 


| | J elf” s Fhronein PneHeans and'afieftions of his people.; | + 
| If 's} a 


" 
; 
; 
; 
I 
1 
: 
: 
; 
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tion, .3s eo fo reduce the Roman Catholick Set; 
iO gab ckeng of Ning fot tho he Hath 

: is Af to be'of tharþe per Kee: as to the min- 

ky *X worſh IP, Se, yet_ it 15 thpſt apparent, 'that' his 


Why far are Monnaned, that he o\vns 
| ſaton navy 


Fl, parts of of it, VN, force, violence and p per- 


.** We = elk heartily” wits as it will eafily bebe- 
-« _ the UN c peoples of our Dominions were Mem- 
oy be of lick Church, *yet we humbly” thank 
; ty God1 It 15, ahd hath of & tony time been onr 
bh ym ge and 0} inor- (whith' upon. divets occalt- 
Þ. We nave declarec )that nſcience bt not tobe con- 
-W ſtrained, nor People forced in matters of jueer Religion! lt 
& has even been contrary to our incli lzarion, as we think 
'< it 1s tO the inte Feeſ of © Governiment; AR Atroys 

& * by ſpoiling. Trade," Dep popularing Countries ' and 
y « difcouraging Strangers, Find finally that it*never db- 
< tained the end, for which it was imptoyed, &e. 


7 wes ered from a proforind' Judgment, 

; py Te —Y right; Son gen erp 

= in ht of the true bi of Government; and 

All ſeem by wy ryationahd experience, with thatks 
to Almi os 04 " 

| O r n, "that there is a 

' o Nowhs ” TR why dr fe by: {the gttnd 


ns uſhered in'th hereby, is grear Ihgratittide, 
fie} of bad Flour. and ſk of ſome ſar 


8. & not liy 'e at cal E Wh hilethcir 
ES Fanfare "Het. 44 cal 2 Bynum _— 
Indeed if the yt = No honr a A of thoſe exeel- 


on 
2 ra kr ggurk Me ouly by j th Dank s of thy 


4 


on At 


EE... O83 «.. . 
;you. and the Nation,might have ground 'to fear” thit- 
| ther= is an_ Adder the Grafs, *whieh' is muych' more. 
dangerous. than a Snake. and; thatir is 'with' deſign ndt 
only to gain equal liberty for the Roman Catholicks, 
_ hut alſo to make them capable in time to ſuppreſs all 
others, as the Nature of that Set is with cruelty and yi- 
_ otence,;-as. this and many Nations can 'witne63" but to 
think that this 15 the deſign of the King, is the worſt in-- 
terprerationthat malice and envy can put uponthe words 
aad doings of ſo great and juſta Prince, whom none can | 
juſtly charge wk playing. the Hypocnte, . and ' diffem- 
bling with God and Man, as ſuck. thoughts would” infi- 
' nuate, and he hath been a Sufferer for Conſcience fake 
himfelf,while a Subje&' (tho of the greateſt Rank) and 
when @Quertwammnc 10 the greateſt power, who can fay that eyer 
; he movedor put forward the making or executing thoſe | 
Penal Laws about Religion, by 'which many mens lives, 
Liberties and Eſtates, Fave been deſtroyed: in this Na- - 


tzion.Þ | 
Let all-ſuch thoughts and jealouſies be laid aſide, and 
with the, King: give humble thanks ro Almighty Gdd, 
© that he hath. placed fuch a one uporithe Throne, whoſe 
Heart he, hath. enclined to imitate his divine Majeſty-in 
being age ory oy juſt to Mt ba woes yo 
. Per/ans, or.Opiniens, and be ready to concur with him 
ER oe 04 Oh ian Antengons;of aboſifhing | 
"all Penal-Laws, about that whith jsa&otifited Religion, 
but indeed is more properly Opinion; tor the Chnſtian 
_ Religion, and Penal, Laws to . enforce 1t,; were/always | 
inconſiſtent, as hath been hinted j, 'ris Opinion and not 
iopare Religion thas havb. deviſed; 2H Fer yp Pega Lis 
.-todefend; and propagate it”, 7 3 oo ol 
 TheChriſtian Religion came into the World withbut 


- .. the Ipprobation, conſent, or afliſtance'ofthe great Bcho- 
"OM b lars, . 


I 


& 


World, they were all diſturbed 'at't 7 niger of- 
w to 


G19) 
Dotrs and Rabhjes, and: other ,great men of the 


Chriſt the: Author-of jt, and conſulted hoy to'deſtroy ' 


' him, and. the: higheſt profeſſors of God and Religion 


in, that Age, ſtudied and ſought all ways and means how 
> ſapprels and, prevent the ſetting up. and ſpreading the 
Chri 1an Religion, but jt being founded'in the Truth mn 


- the inward parts, which Godloves itgrew and prevailed 


in the Hearts of people, amidſt all oppoſition working 
owertully.in the Minds, Hearts,. and underſtandings of 
ews, Grecks, Barbarians, Schithiyans, bond and free,' 
making. a.real chaing in the inward *man, not'in the 
opimon or notion of things only, but they were renew- 
ed.in-the Spirit of their minds,their Hearts were purified, 
conſciences redihed, their underſtandings 4lluminated, 
and their Converſations was ſuch as became theGoſpel of ' 
Chriſt, , Brotherly love, Kindneſs, patience, long Sufſerine 
with Innocency, and other Fruits of the Spirit abounded 
among them z this was their State when Laws and Edidts 
of Men were againſt them, who had neither $word, nor 
Penal Lawson their (ide; they were far degenerated from 
the Nature, tho not from the Name Chriſtian;whert they 
called to the civil Magiſtrate for Penal-Laws, they were 
there rvn into Sects,Sides and Opinions,and into difputes 
and quarrellings with one another about them, envying, 
haring and- perlecuting one anqther, becoming as they 
Us power as cruel to cach other, 'as the Heathef! had 
been to them, forcing and impoſing their Faiths, Forms 
and Opinions, by bamiſhments, Torments and Death, 
to the great (hame of rhe Chriſtian Religion ; the foun- 
dation of which is love, peace and bares will to allmen, 
and the means it prevailes by, and the Weapons it con- 
-_ with,” are not carnal bur ſpiritual, Dewonftration, 
erſwaſion and Convidion, whoivever hath, or defere to 
uſe any other Weapons about the Chriſtian Religion, are 
GS certaiuly 


6 y 


) Ws. and Cover! . 
ment among men, top reſerve and OW Proper. 
ties, libertic TEND Fn ſ© as you pil 
them, 0 -Fither, { amORg, All t ie BY % \'" bli in e 
Zeal, mil "1-1 ſcience vat fuck | 
onsare mo ravenous,this WP het os cla pn: x | 
ſharp Teeth and crue] Gans, ws rt uae de-. | 
vouring heal Norwithſtayding "his pr tence Ts = | 
[dra a Soho the Chriſtian Re fon; | 
Cain-an that murtherer a” Petfecurbr. at, | 
Be a and Worth wp. | 
But whoſoever is led by his religious, . or rather irreli?. | 
gious opinions, to endeavour the hurt or ruin of his Bro-. 
ther. or Neighbay ,.about matters-of meer Religion ah 4 
Conſcience, .it he acconipliſh and effet the' fahe;' he's - y 
an evil doer.and ugh, to ſuffer-as an evil dotr : And'he - 
that bath; good will -to, all, and. ſecks'the good of all;. 
and hurts,.no man (| tho he be of a contrary rtind ang. 
jydmene A \ hity, 29d erroneous- opinions _) he'is a welt : 
and Laws God and alt good men, who are 
ders a ka judge: .and rule for God, are- a Terror to 
the ONE, and a praiſe, defence.and encouragement to the 


Now: as. you are, Engliſh men; your very Native Hu- 
manity (where. it. is not ſpoiled] with falle opinion 
leads. you to. þe ſociable, kind” and neighbourly, but 
where the. principle and, the prece '% of the Chriſtian - 


Pre evailes upon you, and poſſeſs your Judgments, 
oO, bers,” 7 0G. Fn ap po P them do to you, db - 


1s + overcome epil with good, love thy Neighbour ds 
*, Sd &c. 1 fay, where: theſe univerſal - precepts of 
wt prevailes i in you, (a fron the principle _—_ | 


(21) 
of )it nakes you excel your Native Hiimanity, and wifl 
indine'your Hearts to'concur with'things that are ſuta- 
ble thereto; ard” to:abrogate the contrary. | 
Did' you arid the Princes, and great Monirhs of the 
World but know, and experience; what eaſe, what peace; 
- what 'pleafure, what profit, what true honour, glory and 
reatnefs. doth and ' weatd atrend the true obſervation 
of theſe Chriſtian precepts, beyond all that can berother- 
wiſe mvented,. or deviſed, you and they would: be in 
tove/therewith, and ſeek only the advancement thereof, 
becauſe tending to thewniverſal good 'of mankind;..not 
only" m*this' Nation;” but throughont all Nations wp- 
or! the Earth; It is but a little while ago, : fmce-moſt of 
the Courts- and Magiſtrates'of England; were troubled 
with people about Non-conformity, their Houfes brok+ 
err up, their goods ſeized- arid: taken away7 notleaving: 
fome a Bed to lye on, nora Pot to drefs their Food in, 
nor: a Stool to fit 6n; nor Tools to 'work- with 37ſome 
places, their Trades deſtroyed; and their Bodies impri+ 
ſoned : And if any Magiſtrate'did bur incline to:kindne(s 
and moderation,” people of the baſer ' ſort called Infor: - 
mers,- who lived upon: the - Prey, would threaten them 
with'1001. darhage, fo that many that were not willing: 
to make havock'ot people, and their Goods, were force 
to pleat thoſe Beafts of prey, which was a troubleand 
exercife. to many, even of thoſe called the Churchof- 
Erg/and-men'thernſelves, whoſe Humanity-was notquite | 
deſtroyed with ther Chriſtianity. | 
AY whicti the Ring: in his gracions- Declaration hath - 
_ yor and'the' people: of, for which he 1s worthy 
of all gratitude arid' thankfulneſsy from: his Subjedts of 
all degrees, but eſpecially from his Non-conforming Sub- 
jets, who were a people deſigned for ruin; 1> that they 
are inpaged to pray, that he'may rective from —— : 


. danger of lofing theirliberty-and property 


prevail, and the- Chriſtian Religion and Worſhip that 


| ( hat) ; 

Cod' a hundred fold-rminſtred-into-his-own;Poſom.- , 
So if yow'/join with the King in Jaying afide. all Penal 
Laws in matters Eccleſiaſtical, and ſet people free from 
I Non-con. 

formity.3/ and: with himas your wifdem. may deviſe, pre- 
vent the'hl;e:to-be'made _again-in fature Ages;3 you will 
not only'\plezſ{c the Kibg and the Nation, [and all people 
therein, except thoſe in whom corrupt Intereſt, falſe Opi- 
101, and fearful Jecloubes prevailes, but you will-atſo go 


fart anſwering and :filfilling. thoſe Chriſtian divine 


Precepts, which ate according to -the juſt-and righteous 
principle of God/inall men, and whete. it is-not Stifled, 
Crucified and Buried, it.will arſe. and Anſwer to your 
juſt and righteous doings, and you:will have the com- 
fartithereof in; your ſelves, and will become examplary 
tothe Nations-round about, -who when, they ſhall hear, 
ſee and behold the bleſſed: Fruits and effe&s, which cer- 
tainly will folow your ſo doing, may be ſtirred up to 
imitate and follow ſo. glorious Example. 


If you conſult with any- that are filld with Fears and. 


Jealoufies, eſpecially ſuch whohave a corrupt Intereſt to 
Lene which mo ſtand in that- _ and . power 
they would have it, without force and violence, _) you 
will be diſcouraged inſopood a Work.as the preventing 
people from hurting one- anuiher about the opinion of 
Rkigion 1s. | - : 9h 
: Have a care of men of that: temper,your bufineſs is to 
ſhew forth a noble and generous 'Spirit, Eying the good 
of all without reſpce& to perſons, or: opinions, and to 
concur with the: King in ary. ro. that it ſhall notb 
in the-power, of the preſent and after Ages, to {poi od 
-peiſtcute one anotkerabeat! matters of meer Religion 
and Conſcience. --  * | 
- It 1s an ancient Maxim, That theTyuth is great and will 
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therein, 1 quires neither Penal Laws, nor Arr 
jo.Gxit up nor Helen in, if any ſhall call npon you or 
counſel you 6 contintie'and uphold ſiich Laws, ſeardh 
xm © them:'ro the bottom, and. you will find they have ſonje 
n. {| private Belly Intereſt to carry on, and that there lies. a 
e- wearers biting Adder in their Graſs, and that their 
ill & Religion is fuch;” as cannor ſtand inthe pompof it with- 
le FF out enal ____ Rr AE oig 5 we 
TH Tis the Whore, ( the falſe Church ,) that rides up- 
70 © on the Scarlet colour'd Beaſt, ſhe can't ſfand alone, 'ndr 
ne © watk upgn ber own Legs 5 and it'is ſhexrhirHath cryed 
us Þ to Kings, Emperors, Parliaments and preat men, to 
d, & force and compel people ro bear her dead weight, win- 
ur © der pains of Baniſhment, Hanging, Burning and Impri- 
n- Þ ſoning, and the loſs of all the good things of this World 
ry & without conformity to her, wherever you find this cry, 
r, © aſſure your ſelves that it isnot from the Spoyſe of i, 
r-Þ& it is not the true M6ther that would Tavethe ive 
to Child divided or cut mn pieces, beca'iſe her own 1s 
ſmothered and dead. AVE 

id You may: infallibly conclude, that it is not the Apo- 
to © ſtolical and primitive Spirit of Chriſtianity, that would 
er & have-mens Liberties, Lives and Eſtates ſpoiled, and rui- 
uu Þ nated *about © matters- of worſhip and conſcience, tho 
g I their worſhip. was _ aud errquious, and their con- 
»f © ſcience. defile4 and miſin-formed, and therein making 
conſcience of things which they ought-not, nor ray not, 
when with tenderneſs and meekneſs, they are better in- - 
form'd and inſtructed. | | 

The true Churches-power, as hath been ſaid, -was and 
Is Demonſtration, Perf waſion and Convidion,”. and her 
Leahens Spiritual and not. Carnal, if any dare fay and 
affirm, that the New I ettament' way 
vert or proſclite the World to Chriftianity, was other- 
II F wiſe, or-that the Chriſtian principle, DoGrines and Pre. - 
t cept #- 
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